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A.P. Open University is the first open university in India to offer science
subjects through Distance Education System. The mode of teaching
science students is as follows, which has been arrived at through methods
of trial and error and in response to the needs of the students.
Dr.B.R.A.O.U. has identified 23 colleges having good laboratory
facilities throughout Andhra Pradesh as "Study Centres" to teach science
subjects. 21 study centres in other parts of Andhra Pradesh and 2 study
centres in the twin cities of Hyderabad and Secunderabad have been
identified. The students are allotted different study centres mostly
according to their choice, where, they are expected to attend classes
for contact-cum-counselling and for practical training. Generally
teachers teaching in conventional colleges are engaged to teach theory
as teachers having experience in Distance Teaching are not many in
number.
These teachers who are used to classroom teaching are not able
to cover the entire syllabus within the allotted 24 teaching hours per
year per subject. Out of 3 years of B.Sc., a student of Dr.B.R.A.O.U.
studies only "Science and Technology" in the entire first year, and
Invertebrata -(Course-I), Vertebrata (Course-II) in second year,
Cytology, Histology, Embryology, Zoogeography, Ecology &
Physiology(Course-III) and Fishery Sciences (Course-IV) in third year.
In addition to the conventional university syllabus, open university
students study 'Fishery Science' as an applied course in B.Sc.
Practical classes are arranged in two sessions per year at a stretch
for 10 to 15 days each. As mentioned earlier, a majority of the students
of Open University are employed. Sometimes it so happens that a
117